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The back is now open!  Aber nearly a
vear of dosune due o the stabiligation
winrk at Castle Mills, the ane remaining
working lock on the Foss Is open to
bosts .15.1i|.1 Lard }.-1'.1}11:' Ravid Horton
and Lady Mayoress Jane Horton joined
River Foss Soctety members and other
guests to celebrate ot the long awaibed
Crpen Day at Castle Mills Lock on 5 May

Mioan River, a broad bearm boat belonging
to Michae] Cadows, chairman of our bocal
Inland Waterways Association, travelled
Lup thi Foss tor about an hour with the
Lord Mayoer, Lady Mayoress and some
of the 30 or 40 people attending,

Eoat oiwniers can travel through Castle
Mills Lock provided they give the lock-
keeper Tony Martin and his team of ten
volunieer lock openers bwo days’ notice.

-- Pleasure itrips for the public will be
Skipper Michael Cadewcx (front) and kis creve take The Lord Mayor of York,  available during York's Festival of Rivers
Dvrand Horbon, and f..'.!!.r .'|.-!||1_L.'|1.r.r:.':= Jane Hovrban r.rl.ll':.'l.u:.: o U Foss. Onr i July:
Chaairmean fofn Melletd iz af e right hand side af bae bagk mom, ’

| the improvements. Among the shrubs and
trees planted were a rare Black Poplar tree
and Tansy plants donated by Wil and Chris-
tine Durrrant., Ve also cleared mibbish and lit-
1 ter from the river bank beside Raindale Mill,

Grounds

for

A visit is planned to the garden on Tuesday
| 18th September (ser Events) and all mem-
bers are weloome, 18 will be i:r'uh'n:f.l:m!: B0 Bt
the garden in full bloom, and as a result of
placing Will's plants, we might also see the

elusive and secretive Tansy beetle!
Foder Milledt

Members  who  at-
tended  last  year's
Christmas lanch will
remiember  the vy
inferesting talk giv-
en bo us by Angela
Green, the landscape architect chosen bo design and
activate refurbishment of the grounds and riverside
around Castle Museum and Raindale Mill. Initiat=
s !:!_1.' York Muteums Trust with YO support, iy
project will regenerate this part of the riverside, and
includes remnoval of undergrowih and bushes from
the river bank as well as installation of a path and
mal.'ing ..'I]I_'m“ thie Castle Walls

(n 10th and 24th March a number of members vol-
unbeered to take part in planting trees, shrubs and =
fowers in the :I'i:rl.'k-l.'l'_'.' gard{'rl which forms part of H.-:lrrl'il_g e e .r.._:-._'i;.ur!.l h_l,.' Raimndale M)

H'r':.lu:l'n:.: e Fhye shadoep |!|"
iae Coastle,




Jummers T fﬁ re

For events in June,
see Spring Mewsletter

Thursday July 5th

Afternoon litter pick with the Eotary Club of York
Vikings.Meet at 2 pm on the uppermost bewel
of Sainsbury’s car park, Foss Bank. Collect free
parking permits from Customer Services from 1,30
pm onwards — say you are taking part in the litter
pick. Gardening clothes and gloves advisable,
equipment provided. Come and help smarten
up the River Foss for the Festival of the Rivers.
It would be helpful to have names in sdvance to
Juenue: 01906 T66196,

Sunday July Sth

Dragon Boat Eace Day. Visit the River Foss
Society's stand at this :ﬂl-d.a:.r enjoyable charitable
event on the banks of the Ouse between Lendal
Bridge and Scarborough Bridge,

Wednesday July 11th

EXTERMINATE! Volunteers, please, to strike a
blow at the dreaded Himalayan Balsam. [t seems to
be not quite so rampant this vear so we might just
get on top of it. Meet at the car park at Huntington
Church at 9.30 am well covered up in old clothes
and gloves and if possible bring a cutting tooe] such
as a hoe. For further information phone June on
01906 766196,

T]‘Il.ll'"i.d.t_lr' ]'u'I:.-' 12th & “':'dm;'-.:d.:.y 18th Ill':r'
River Trips — see insert
Monday Gth Augusi

Circular Walk of about 5 miles from Coxwold via
Husthwaite. Meet at the Coxwaold Village Hall car

park at 10 am. A light lunch
will be available afterwards
at the Coxwold Tea Rooms,
Fiirther detailz From Bob _fu-.-'."l.'l."l:: LK a2,

Wed neaday Aupgust 22n d

Visit to Pond Head Reservoir, (from where the flow
of the River Foss is regulated) with Brian Hebditch,
Senior Flood Risk Engineer, City of York Council.
Please note that there is no parking at Pond Head
Farm or the approach road to it so we will meet
at 10015 am just east of Yearsley Village whene the
Brandsby-Ampleforth and the Coulton-Yearsley
roads cross (grid Ref. 587745) to arrange transport.
Bring a picnic lunch and please let June know in
advance if VML are mrni:ng: D190 76615,

Friday 14th ."iq.']'.lh.-mhrr

Walk frorm MMarton Church to Mill Green, follosved
|'.'|_I,-' the famous Dutch House Salad Lunch (£
for which non-walkers will be most welcome to
join ws. Walkers meet at 10 am in the car park at
the Dutch House, about a mile east of Cravke on
the Brandsby road. Please tell Bob Jowett (019
764702} by Wednesday 1Z2th September if vou are
coming — lunch orders essemtiall

Tuesday 16th Seplember

Visit to York Castle (admission free) for a talk
on the strategic importance of the River Foss
and an opportunity to see the progress of the
improvements to the river bank. A room has been
reprved at the Masong Arma for those wiﬂ'iin_g b
have lunch afterwards = small portions available!
MNames, please, to June: 01904 766196,

[Petails of the October Events and the Christmas
Lunch will be in the Autumn Newsletter.

Chur “Photographer in Bestdonoe’, Tony Elles, hus been
bugy s mloays dering e oz _Iﬁ'u' mipanties

Hr'girr' |'|;|ri|']_l.|' cindkins heralid _=||lrjr.|ln;'

Belorr A murle waterhen foeds kis periner and chicks
im the mest dafer sepl anary h-_,.' rl'lr_ﬁ!-rq'ld'rd'_ﬁ:rﬁ. The
Mol tere later seent onn bhe riper. bat Baeir fale =
unkrourt
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The Walking Season Begins ...

Checking the way: some of the 23 walkers who mett
to kebcks off the 2012 walking season on 21 March, This
walk from Lilling to Farlington, following the Foss,
passed Foes House near West Lilling, whose owner
tedd = it had been a Dhuaker .".-'I'wling Hiouse in the
eighteenth century.  Afterwards, we enjoyed lunch
at the Blacksmiths' Arens, Farlinglon. A great start to
a season of interesting walks covering the dver and
areas nearby,

May 16 dawmed warm and dry, ideal for this vear’s
Walk 3. This followed a dciroular roule starting at
the Dutch Howse Farm restaurant mear Mill Green
Nine walkers covered an gasy 5 miles including Pond
Head and Ouilston Reservodr.  John Millett bed this
section; talking about the reservolr, dam and tunnel,
all essemtial to the Foss. Moving  through a fonest
track, we tumed south to refrace our steps to Duich
House Farm for a much-engoyved meal.

Don't Forget our website:

e-mail: m.burton59Ebtinternet.com

Following their presentation of 18 April updating
Spcicty members on their survey of the River Foss
Mavigation, Chris Dunn and Tomy Berry led 16
miembers on a two mile walk from Yearsley EI-Ti-r]gu_* b
Huntington on 28 April.

Walking a recently flosded towpath, still covered in
sl in some rll.an,-.:, Chiris and '.I'q'-n:,.' shiowed us the
remams of the canal mechanism .:I.-l:-nE the way and
explained how locks, bypasses and weirs worked.
Maech of this was a revelation o many of us.

Walkers also saw the Foss in full spate - nature o
T rmp:*rhld! !I..wi.n..: dealt with Iﬁ{L!.' !'mting and
inbermirient shiowers on a Very oo rJ.1:|.' wir were all
delighted to sit down to lunch in the cosy Flag and
Whisibe pub, Huntington.

Editor: Beth Shurter Tel. 0190 631125
mail: york.beth28hotmail.com

Secretary: |
Marjorie Burton  Tel. 01904 750671

www.riverfosssociety.co.uk




In February, a complaint from a Bowntrees” Wharf
resident appen red in the York Press about the state of
the Foss in the Ciby. After discussion, the City of York
Council agresd bo lend us the manned Hiter boal often
seen moored near the River Foss MNature Reserve, Our
first m:-'pur.ul:i.w: |itth=r |.'|u.:rir|.;_|.', session was hitld on 24
March, with 14 members working alongside |ulian
Dawson of the CYiC.

Julian was extremely helpful, both with
the boat and x!‘l.::mﬁng us how to gm’h thix
rubbish. Two teams worked - one clearing
the river from the Foss lslands Mature
Reserve down to Castle Mills Lock, and
another clearing the Natume Heserve itself,
W cleared most of the accesible bank
down to Blue Bridge including the Castle
Mills Lock area, collecting over 30 bags of
rubbish, four lifebuoys, a car wheel and
miuich more! Th only area that we could
not reach was the waterway entrance into
the Mature Reserve. We were also encouraged and
cheered by the bank-side interest shown.

This first session I‘.Hlls]'ll us a lot YWe became mone
familiar with the CYC boat and aleo made a Lesd
for equipment which would be useful on the boat.

Although mot so many volunteers helped on 26 May, we
did clear the river and banks from the foot/cycle bridge
OV HIJ:I'lI.'iI.'IS_II:II'I. Eoad dowrnstream o Blue r:lrid:g{'.
Mot as much liter was taken, but we did manage to
clear 17 sacks, 3 life buoys, 1 whesl (againt), 1 holdallf
case, a b i, car section, and many other delights,

The exhibition, "Views of York' at
Fairfax House until 3lst August,
celebrates the last 400 years of the
City's history. It includes several
paintings of the River Foss. Among
them, a watercolour of 1790 by Wil-
liam Payne shows the old hump-
backed Monk Bridge with its three
pointed arches which “collapsed
during demolition n 1794 by the
Foss Mavigation Company, which
planned to open up the River for
oommiercial wuse” In the I‘vr.hn.'gmuncl.
a sack-laden farmer's cart heads
out of the City, In the backgroumd
are several identifiable Monkgate
buildings including the Grey Coat
Sehoal for Girls, establighed in 1705,

L‘umpu.ll.g.'.

One of three watercolours by John

Picture
Perfect

Varley, ‘A View on the River Foss',
dated about 1803, dr'rli:l'\.' & ':.1:i|i|'|g
barge making s way downstream,
It is about o pass under the walls of
the Female Prison and will soon en-
ter the lock at Casthe Mills, recent]y
installed by the Foss Mavigation

The Minster from Laverthorpe
Bridge', painted by Frank Harris
in 190, shows the single-spanned
b:ridglrlhat im 1829 had n'plawd i

Julian Dawson worked with us again Unfortunately
neither a lightweight long-handled rake nor a smalber
net had been supplied, as we suggested after our
previous session. Julian did bring his own rake and a
bomg hamdled net which unfortunately broke quickly!

Julian brought good news too: he and colleagwes had

J'I:l.ll'.u;.; rFrr_fTu_:.;'__ﬁ# Rriwr Fiss Sqwl'r'r_llr gnr 24 Mirch

cleared the entrance to the Foss [slands Mature Beserve,
and a lfebuoy previcusly trapped at the Castle Mills
Lock screen had been removed. His efforts and the
t'-:l-u].'h.'mti-:m o the YT have rml]].' h..*]p:d ko et this
progect going. We're proud that our objective = 1o keep
the Foss cleaner — ks on the way to being achieved.

However, we cannot hang up our work clothes just
vel, for Thursday 5 July will see the Sochety again
cooperating with the HI.1|:.1:I':|-' Club of York "u'i]-::inss o
the noww anmual liter pick. (More details in Events.)

earler Ave-arched bridge in order
o allow access to Peasholme Green
and thae l'l.a}'mrl'rL.,-l fior boats that
coild lower their masts,

A star of the show is the | M W
Turmner watercolour, ‘Early Moming
on the Foss', painted in 1800, proba-
b]:.-' fromm a '.'irh'p-crinl mrar the pris-
ent Yearsley Bridge. In the distance
the Minster shimmers in a pearly
mist while in the foregroumnd, in the
golden=pink light of dawmn, a couple
of boats are reflected in the calm
waters 1.1|: I‘J"II.r Plilhh.

These are only four of well over one
hundred exhibits, You have umitil
Alsk ﬂltﬂ'uut by s Hheermy all for YEMIF-
slypg!

Jurare Ciard



