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Adter one of the coldest winters we have experienced
for some Gme, bird life along the river appears o
be getting back to mormal, although some folk have
mentioned a shortage of small birds, wrens, tils elc
Sad to say, many of these birds might not have sur-
vived the extreme temperabures,

O 27th Decemnber. near Strensall, [ saw an adult and
juvenile swan feeding in the river, They seemed to
be coping rather well as most of the water was come-
pletely frozen over. A week later it was a totally dif-
ferent story; the adult bird was strupgling with a
damaged winmg and was duly reported to the RSP-
Ca, whilst the juvenile bird was found dead bving
near an overhead power line, its carcass a very sormy
sighl, probably having been ravaged by foxes,

Thiree Goosander were seen near Mew Earswick and
am exobic bird was seen amongst Mallard at Hunting-
ton. This turned out to be a Morth American Wood
Duck {above), probably an escapee from a private
collection and not likely bo be a wild bird. This ex-
tremely attractive, photogenic bird had several peo-
ple searching their field guides to identify it

falrn Millent

Autumn 2010 walks took society members on the final
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Easingwold on a
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Twelve people joined Walk & from Towthorpe Brdge
to Sheriff Hubton on another fine day. Some walkers
finished with a meal at the Highwayman, Sheriff
Huthon,



Saturday 12th March 10.00 am  Foss Walk 1
Easingwold to Coxwold. For detadls see Programme
sent out im January or phone Walks Leader Bob
Jowwett on 01904 74702

Tsesday Sth April 7.00 pm, Strensall & Towthorpe
Village Hall

Adrian Lovett will speak on “Horse-Drawn Boats
Past and Present”, followed by refreshments and
thie AGM and the annwal election..

ELECTION, TIME! The present members of
the Committes are willing to stand again but
wiould welcome a transfusion of new blood.
Speak to any one of them if you are interested -
don't wall bo be asked!

Wednesday 13th April 10.00am  Foss Walk 2
Coxwold to Yearsley via the Source of the River
Foss, Distance 5.5 miles. Meet just east of Yearsley
Village where the Brandsby-Ampleforth and Coul-
ton-Yearsley roads cross (Grid Ref 587745) and let
Baob knoww if you are coming on (904 764702,

Saturday 30th April

Flease Mote: Owing to major stabilisation works
in the Foss Basin, the Inland Waterways Associa-
tion Chpen Dhay (which the River Foss Society tries
to support) cannot now take place at Castle Mills
Lock. Arrangements are in hand for an alternative
venee on the same date at Marvgate Landing be-
tween 1000 am and 4.00 pm, when you may still be
able to enpoy river trips, though not necessarily into
thi Foss
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Readers may remember that an
injured otter found alive opposite
Lock Cottage in July 2009 died after | |
vets tried to save it The body was
sent for post mortern to Cardiff Uni-
versity’s Citer Project, CUOP which
studies the |.'H.|I!|.-I1|:i..'|| link between
declining ofter populations and
pesticides,
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Tuesday 10th May 6.30 lo 800 pm

Visit 1o Professor Fiers Garden. As numbers are
limited, mames of those wishing to Bo will b taken
at the AGM and, if necessary, a ballot will be held

Wednesday 25th May 630 pm

Walk around Sirensall I:]:'-‘l:lng about an hour and a
half, led by John Millett. Park in the car park at ‘“The
Ship’ in the village at 6.30 . If vou plan to join
us in the pub for a meal after the ‘walk {opticnal),
please come early to put your order in,

Thursday %th June 11.30 am

Visit with pn’.‘ﬂit‘ lurch o Bwo historie churches on
the Foss Walk. Meet on Farlington Green (Grid Red.
615675) for an 1145 am talk on Farlington Church
by Churchwarden Ramsey MeCleary. We will leave
at 1215 pen and make our way by car bo nearby
Marnon-in-the Forest Church where we will eat our
picnic elther outside, o, iF it §s raining. nside the
Church. Our hosts will be Sally Cromer (Church-
warden ) and Hilary Clough-Smith. Please note that
there ane mo tollets!

Tuesday 14tk Jurne 1100 am Foss Walk 3

Foss Walk 3 from Yearslev to Cravke (Mill Green)
with picnic lunch at Pond Head Reservolr. Distance
4 miles. Meet in the car park at the Dulch House
(Grid Bef. 567715) where tea or coffee will be avail-
able at the end of the walk. As usual, please let Bob
know if you are coming,

The Miete Enrgzick
otfer and the Wielch
credt w2 dhaey ave noie

Dr Liz Chadwick, CUOs manager,
reported that as an extermally un-
d.lr'n.].]..‘ud spe carmien, B wias HI."]I.‘FH"E'
for taxidermy and would be used in
events starting with National S

ence Week in March 2000, Groups
af achonl children visited the Car-

dift School of Bioscienoes and took |

part in workshops based on the of-
ter work and other projects

Thie children were enchanted by the
otters ("ours’ and a Welsh cub), and
wene surprised and saddened to be
tobd how many olters, like the Mew
Earswick one, are killed on roads.

As a follow-up to Science Week, the
scientists at CLIOP asked the schools
bo =end suggestions of names for
thie otters, =0 our local 'I'\-n:.' will even
be mamaed! 1% great to know thiat
somerthing o pu:h:iti'l. © Can come oud
of a loss which saddemid ws and
schiool children so far away.
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Why would anyone want o buy something they al-
ready own? - the question raised at a packed public
mieeting in York on 12" February to discuss the Gov-
emment’s proposals to sell parts of England’s public
forest estate. Happily the Government has histened
to the tide of protest and has decided against a to-
tal sell-off. The sale of 15% of the estate will still go
ahead, but not until an independent advisory panel
has reported on the future of public forests. 5o it may
yet be useful to record some of the points made at the
meeting by the many speakers representing national,
local and individual interests. They included our own
David Munns speaking for the Ramblers” Association.

Who would be ina position to buy the forests (includ-
i some of the woods arcund the source of the Foss)?
Ideally they would be bought by publicly account-
able bodies with strong local connections but neither
charities nor local communibies would be able to raise
the purchase price and the menning costs. That would
leave, as potential buyers, bankers looking for some
thing to do with their bonuses and the international
logging companies,

At present, the Forestry Commission controls 15%
England’s forests but 507% of the publicly accessible
forest. Nobody believed that the safeguards on access
tor b written into the 150-year leases of the new own-
ers would be enforceable. The sell-off would exacer-
bate the fragmentation of natural habitats threatening
wildlife. Mo provision had been made for the man-
agement of tree discase such as that damaging our
caks and chestnuts,

In fact, who better than the Forestry Commission to
manage our forests? 1t ran g commercial business in
a way that was increasingly bencficial o the environ-
ment. 1t supported small woods such as Hageg Wood
at Dunnm:g;ttm as well as large forests, 1t had a fund
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The Cobbs Cottage pumping station continues to be
a contamination problem - it again overflowed raw
sewage into the Foss on the 12th and 24th of lanuary,
However, we have been informed by Yorkshire Water
Authority (YWA) that plans are at an advanced stage
to convert this plant to automatic control and that this
work will be complete by the end of February.

Don‘t Forget
our website:

wWas il‘--i_'-.. mnm ol

of L*xpi:'rl:iw that it
gladl}- made avail- |
able o, for exam-
ple, bird watchers
and archaeologists.
It was contributing
to food manages
mierit around Pick-
ering. And all thiz
at a oozt of only 30p a vear per head of population.

The Governmaent’s own assessments had shown that
the costz of privatisation would cubweigh the benefits.
The Forestry Commission had been sct up to ensure
an adequate supply of the country’s timber needs.
Wood for ammunition boxes might no longer be high
on the list, but who could foresee what the require-
ments might be in 3 vears' timae? [t was vital that the
ability to respond should remain in public ownership.

For the moment the crisis i over but DEFRA's bud-
get ia to be cut by 3%, We must be alive 1o the ef-
fects of the cuts on our forests, waterways, Mational
Parks, Areas of Outstanding Matural Beauty and Sites
af Epﬂ'i.ﬂ Seientifie [nterest.

We have been invited to join a ramble in Dalby For-
est on Sunday 20 March from 1000 am.  This is to
mark Warld Forest Day, 21 March 2011, Foresters will
lead groups on the walk and demonstrate examples
af gl:ﬂ:d I:urE'S.I:n pr.‘n'."hn.- This starts at L'|'.:||!:-1, Forest
Visitor Centre, 1ph.nh of car parking, toilets and re-
freshment facilities). It can be reached via Pickering
on the Al6% Pickering to Whithy road. Brown tourist
signs lead the wav from Pickerng and further infor-
mation is available at wewwiforestry.goviuk/dalbyfor-
est. Please let me know if you want to attend as soon
as possibibe.

Jueire Cierid

It is hoped that this moedification will reduce the
chance of contamination.

In the meantime, the Society has objected toa Planning
Application to build an additional sewage pumping
unit at Strensall Camp until such Bme that we can
be sure the Cobb's Cottage Works can cope with this
exira load. We await this outcome with interest.

foler Mailen

www.riverfosssociety.co.uk
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That's the job of Secretary of the
River Foss Socety. With a second re-
tirement age looming, [ shall not be
atand ins for re-election as Em.-.n.-l.lr_l,f
at the AGM in April and am look-
ing foar MY SUCCESAT. ST Organi-
sational and basic computer skills
would be an advantage. If you are
not already interested in the envi-
ronment, wildlife, w.a]l-ci.ns, |'|i::n.1'-|:-r_|.-,
i uisdrial arvrh.hi'ulﬁb"!,'_. wabor qu.:||--
ity and pl.:rminE msunes, | promise
vou that vou soon will be! And all
this in the company of the nicest
group of people vou could possibly
i'lupvl.- to work with, the Cormmibos
and Members of the River Foss So-
clety,

We don't always know what talents
our Members are hiding under their
bushels so please dont wait to be
asked if vious are intenesbed in this job,
of part of 14, or can offer your help in
some other way, To find out more,
give me a ring on (1904 To61% or e-
mail me ab junecardwaitrose.com

Jenre Coerid
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The topic of our October Open Moeet-
inE was 'Enhnm,'ing wWildlife .'.|.'|n|1.g
the Foss Corridor”. Thig informabve
and enjovable talk was given by Jon
Traill, Conservation Project Man-
ager with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust,
Jon's talk covered in detail how rive
er corridors can b i.mp-n,w-h:f for the
benefit of wildlife and :u.]:luhl.- oo simii-
lar work that had beien carried out
on the River Wiske. He also spoke
of thie dreaded Himalayan Balsam,
that invasive wild plant which is
I.Jkins ovier our hidgerows and rive
et hanks, To quote Joan, “Bees love
it, cattle eat it, nothing grows under
it”. He also explained how to deal
with this plant. We hope to put his
advice into practioe on June 18th.
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cription

Thanks to the members who have already paid this yvear's subscription.
The Commnittee will be recormmending to the AGM that the rates for 3011

are unchanged at !

Family £12.00
Individual £ 8.00
Concessions £6.00
Parish/Town Councils E18.100
Schoots and Societies E18.100
Commercial Organisations £25.00

Please make payment by cheque made out to the 'RIVER FOS5S0CIETY”
and semd to the Membership Secretary, 147 York Eoad, Haxby, York YO32
JEU. Alternatively, please make payment direct to the Socety’s bank
account: HSBC account no. 51349538, sort code 40-47-31. If you wse the
BACs systemn, please put vour name in the reference bos. Any queries
to 00904 768071 or e-mail: chrisandpetefhaxby 147 fsnetoouk.  Your
Membership Card will be sent as a recelpt.

Peter Hopraood

Comments were invibed from thae

Carr Bridge and the double lock

River Foss Socicty on the Draft
Conservation Arnea Appraisals for
Stremsall, Strensall Railway Build-
ings and Towthorpe, which deal
mrl.inJ:,.' with p].'wa of architectural
or higtorie !!:i.HI'I'tHE.]I'IEI.'.

We supporied the suggestion that
the ]i$.1:in5 of Strenzall New Hr:idp_;r:
["ﬂlln:t Flump}'"] shiould be éxtend-

ed fo include the associated lock
walls visible along the Kiver. These
date from the time of the Foss MNav-
igation Company when two other
locks, thee one just north of the John

further upstream, were also cone
structed. We sugpgested that the re-
mains of the latber two should also
be included in the Conservation
Area, and possibly the fofmer tow-
path, mow part of the Foss Walk,
that linked them.

RF5 Members Tony Berry and
Chiris Dunn are surveving the Foss
Mavigation. They hawalma-:fg.' glwe-
en us one fascinating talk on their
work and have promised us an up-
date as soon as the weather permits
them bo continue their research.

I ||'.|'.§ ing on!

Humtington Parish Council has opemned up another small area of riverbank
just south of the ring read. This connects by fostpath with the existing
environmental park and the open space; abundant with snowdrops at
this tirme of year. nearly opposite the Church,

Comgratulations to the Parish Council on the way that it has steadily
improved both banks of the River Foss, creating a green and peaceful

| circular walk between the Church and the ring roadd.

June Card, Secretary el 01904 7oa1%
Stable Mews, The Old Village
Huntington, York Y32 9RA

e-mail: junecard@waitrose.com



